The Tooth
for he could not have gained them without the warrant of his past
good deeds. And since his accumulated merit was great enough to
win him such styles, assuredly he must be the earning Saviour, for
whom the whole world watched and prayed.
In reply to this flattering submission, Bayin-naung asked how
much he should offer. The minister suggested a sum which at
modern rates of exchange represented about £60,000, say, the
price of a good Titian. But in 1560 the purchasing power of
£60,000 was considerably greater than would be a million to-day.
The offer was therefore a very handsome one. There happened to
be a Portuguese ship in port which was about to leave for Goa.
Her captain was requested to convey the proposition to the
Viceroy.
Dom Constantino de Braganga, the three years of whose office
were half over and who, by a diligent sale of places and pardons,
was accumulating enough to let him live at home in a style
befitting his name, received with pleased surprise the news of this
substantial addition to his savings, for he regarded the Tooth as Ms
exclusive property and had no intention of sharing the sale pro-
ceeds with the Treasury. The sum offered seemed so exceedingly
big that he accepted at once, a mistake, says Faria y Sousa, who
gives it as his opinion that had he held out for a larger price he
would certainly have got it.
However, in the long run it made no difference, for a most
unfortunate complication soon,arose. The Archbishop, a grandee
named Dom Gaspar de Leao Pereira, called at the viceregal palace.
He was something of a fanatic. The Inquisition, which had been
introduced into Goa the previous year, had been warmly wel-
comed by him. Forbidding in appearance at any time, his features
that morning were particularly severe. Received as he mounted
the steps with a fanfare, he was ushered in through the rooms we
know with every sign of courtesy and respect.
Face to face with Dom Constantino, he announced the object of
his visit. News had reached him, he said, of the Burmese king's
offer. Had His Excellency reflected what that offer implied, or
rather, what would be implied should he accept it? The Viceroy
answered that he had given the matter the consideration which it
was his practice to give to all affairs of consequence and believed
that its implications were tolerably dear to him.
'May I know what you conceive them to.be?' inquired Dom
Gaspar.

